Three autacoids--endogenous digitalis-like factor, clonidine-displacing substance, and quinidine-like immunoreactivity.
The existence of endogenous ligands of opioid receptors prompted research of a potential endogenous digitalis-like factor (DLF) and of endogenous clonidine-displacing substance (CDS). Within eleven years of research, endogenous ouabaine was identified as DLF. It originates in the adrenal cortex. Its physiological role is not yet clear. Most probably, endogenous ouabaine is primarily active in regulation of natriuresis and of blood pressure. The CDS originates in the brain and is active in regulation of blood pressure as well. Its chemical formula was recently identified as agmatine. The potential presence of further autacoids like, e.g. endogenous quinidine-like substance remains to be clarified.